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Synopsis

In recent years, al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) has been widely recognized as a more
dangerous regional and international terrorist organization than the original al-Qaeda led by Osama
bin Laden until his 2011 death. AQAP (which Yemenis simply call al-Qaeda) grew out of the original
al-Qaeda group and maintains a radical outlook based heavily on bin Ladenéd ™s extremist
ideology. This radical group became prominent in the early 2000s when it began terrorist operations
in Saudi Arabia, although it was ultimately defeated in that country. Following this defeat, AQAP
retained its name and re-grouped in Yemen, merging with the local al-Qaeda organization operating
there. In Yemen, AQAP was eventually able to present a strong challenge to that countryd ™s
government. Over time, the group was also able to become almost totally independent of the
original al-Qaeda, although it still preserves a public veneer of subordination. These developments,

as well as the lessons from and future of the AQAP threat, are considered in depth.
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